CHAPTER   VI
INVASION OF THE WEST
ON the night of Thursday and Friday, May 9/10,
the Germans invaded Holland. The methods they
used were extraordinary and sometimes ingenious, and
the stories brought to France by Belgian and Dutch
refugees about parachutists helped to spread suspicion
and confusion almost as disorganizing as the presence of
the parachutists themselves.
These were some of the devices which caused dis-
organization. At dawn on Friday the Germans landed
about fifty soldiers in Dutch uniform by seaplane on
the river in Rotterdam; they knded in rubber boats
and captured the bridges, but were eventually all killed
or taken prisoner. In The Plague Germans got into the
city dressed as Dutch soldiers and began firing from the
roofs. Dutch soldiers then went up to the roofs and
were taken for Germans and killed by their compatriots.
A few of the Boy Scouts who were responsible for the
A.R.P. work were Germans, and began firing at the
Dutch soldiers, with the result that all the Boy Scouts
fell under suspicion and A.R.P. work was held up, A
story went round, probably spread by fifth columnists,
that there was a German car running round the streets
throwing gas grenades. It was never established whether
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